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ul ihieir - labbur. The Oxford Advanesd tatement of tlic Prohlen

Laarner | Eietionary stites thal exploitulion Explomtation refers 1o cconamic
F5 0 sslud i an which somebody tpens exploitation that is, the net ol using anolher
vt by elsic inan unfair way; gspecially m persui’s lubour witheut offering them an
viller oo mahe wiones from therr work adequate compensation. Explonnatin can be
Foaplobiitien emerges in all walks ol hife. Nis misakyeed ot micro level sind the macro level
weluil F proup s exempied Tom this, In When exploustion is studsed at e micra
petieral esploitation refiers 1o one person ol level 11 centers on the market power of
proup lnkinge “anfae™ advamtaee of amisiher, cconomee organizalions within a markel
| he camtalists take advantage of the ||u,|,::||_-4 setting 10l s studied an the maceo level it
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mlvantise ol the lupormnee of the customel of the societe i the contest of lree markets,
Fhe priest iahes advanisgee of the stupidity aud Wi points oul that the enlire capitalist class
wmperstition of the loy person. The milites s an exploiative cality and capitalsm is o
higer tekes advantage ol the pateetism of swstem hased on exploitation. In Margian
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economics. exploiuwiion refers 1o the
sutjectton of producers 1o work Tor passive
nwners For less compensation than s
expitvalent w the actoal dmognt of werk done
The labaurers are forced to sell his or her
lnhowr poser, in order 1o regeive o wage 10
survive, while the capitalist exploits the work
porfiormed by the Lebourers by sceunmlatjng
the surplos value of the lubourers. Fishing
mlnstry s nol exempled from this.  Being
capitab-antensive i nature, Uie bshong mdostey
regpmres heavy vutlay for purchasing of bouts,
niets, mechanization, and other secessories.
St e pature of their business s seasonal
andd not regnlars the fishertolk need eredin o
help thom in these business and abose all for
their basic survival, Since the government
doves not allocate sullicient funds 1o this
mdustrys the fishermen are forced o horrow
loans from the dredit agencies especially Trom
the wioney lenders-cum- trslers af exorbitan
filerest rates. The barmowing  procedure s
simple and convenient for the illiterate
fishermun: bul the conseguence 15 disastrans
wherein the fshermen is explvted heas ily by
the informal npencies Tike lish traders,
commission agents amd money: lenders m the
torm of underpricimg, underweight, high rotes
of miergst and commission charzes. At this
juneture, the following questions arse; Whiat
is the exploitative factor that lnders the
grovwth of constal pepulption? Whach type of
mlormal sources.eharpe hiph rate ol mteres
rabes't Whit s the rate of exploitasion (0 epch
case of sample respondents? Considering these
questions the rescarcher as Foonsed the sty
on “The Clivw of Exploitation: A Field Study
sl the Fishertolk in Kanyvakumari [istrct
{ihjectives of the Stady

e munn obgective of the stody 1s 1o Koo
ithe extent of eaploiation that peours o
fishermen om the basis of horrowings..

e

Profile of the Stady Aren

Il-..ln‘ln.:rl-_:mr_lri hsirdet, ehe saosu Berni el
ip of Indian Peninsola, ts dividel inge o
tluks mamaely: Agnsthetswaram, Kalkalam.
FChovalar, The Dirst Thred
tnluks are in e coastal belr with a lessach o
T1.5 Kms (lodea s totnl coast hne s 8 LT RKm .
having 47 coasial villnpes

Vilavaneode and

I |11,".l..' .,|I-|-.|.I|

villages have a population of 1, 48534
fishermen, formang |9 per centl of the s
fisherman population (7. ML0E) 10

Familmadu, Fisherman i the smds area e
121 mechamized boats | 14.3per cent), 34007
motorized boats {15.2 per cemty gl 5392 no
matorized bosts (22,3 per cent), Siv sample
villopes were selectéd out ool the 47 cousml
wilbages for this study. T hese siovllages worne
egually distribuied a5 vwo villages each [rem
three eoestal taluks, Favthor, in the teovillnge
selected From each taluk, one Bad hankime
Fciliey while the other was doeyoed ol i

Fahde 1 Disteibotion ©H Boeerower Fishermen

O The Basis OF Linkaze {in mumber)

{akrrairy al realis

Indirhirdngys

1 ETL TR R T | ahmir linked .

{ T T R TR R T 1™
| 1 [ mi 'R T | o
sl | e T | TR
AN I BT

SEONIO i : |

Lt IR | [ I |

L O L TR
Thl (e © [ # | & [

Souree: Surves datna

I§ % exvident Promm Tahle 1 elyar withons
horraang lrom the creditors, the fishermen
cainret sell their [sh as there are no proper
infrastructural Gucilities hike stornge,
transport and marketing
becomes the linkage between Gshermen ind

[ e Porrroa g
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vredil supporters. The MES have avarled
codht Trom oo ranginge feom 3 13000 o
Fabing- L The MNES borrewed from ruders
Figiadie beame ZR000/ o 254000075, The MBO
Bormowdd frou money [enders cum teaders 1o
SO000U 1 23000007 and CL
Borrowed from crall owners betwee 000G/
T O A s anlerved that the barrowings
it

the axtant il

dver danmd phave leads the sample
reapiiidents o linked eredil system which

pasves wivs and means for exploilations.

sourves O Creddit, Exploitems And Method
G Eaplotintion

Increase in (he samber of inlermediorses
neneises the marker marsim and decreases th
b procedds obtammed by the actual producer
I the product of one cliss o people i
appirapraaiad by another cliess that 9 elearly
eaploatmtaan | Amderson: T986). In the presci
mnrheting framie work, the local noents play
darue] role e determaining prices for the
wanmg Tishies ot the landing centre, They got
bl eontrol over the fshermen as (hey have
extended cradir For the purchise of thear ne
pied Lishiing bowts (Costa; 1992) Thus the
Lishermen reavion debi-ridden (orever, 1he
Pisbermien are exploted amd remam i the
chatchew of money lenders cum raders i the
waine ol wredil. The Bsbermen o the Stady
abwa fows Foljow the sime priscess. 10 is nateahle
Lhat m Vishormen “soepgomes 12 per cenl
pinteresl as charved on loanable amount. A
furcher v per cent b5 deducted on total
|ediee gy comumission and admanestranve
charses. With regard 10 the tish iraders cum
sey lomders m the study arca, they charge
Foiir Lo five per cont Broa “vallom " owners on
lola ] produee Tor every rip. notwithstanding
underpricong and
nnslerweizhimge, Partieularly i Kanyakuman)

the exploatation ol

village the money lenders cum traders change
"aham tus L per cent and “Supperi” as 3
S per cent 1o the NMES. The misery of boal-
oweners goos bevond this, The money lenders
eum ftenders charge [0 per cenl in
‘eockeapuran and Kanonyakomari, 8 to U pel
vent i Coldehel aod Kodomunsl and
Cnoayvamputlenthur it 15 9 per cent besides
tnderpricing and underweighing.

When these “valtam” owners and boal
owvners migrate for fishing they are exploied
all 1he tn places other Uhaa
ranyickumari Disteict, 6 w W per coml are
charged along with underpricing and
uitderwerghimg. Moreaver the raw imalerials

]

like we. diesel, kerasene. “kelanch' are
supphied only through local trsders at very
gh price. Hence the fishenmen nre exploited
o the maxinum: at the place of migration.
['he following table givies the overall picture
ahoutl the exploitation of the sample
respondents in the study deen ng well as in
the migrated ploces by various exploiters.

! . Calegors
R S T
| L Arian 2400 | DRE )
h | I_r:r't-: |.|-.|I | el 1 57N T2 ._|I_-|'_.'i‘;-.
i S " pece) et | NG
b L i iim T | ik
LT L s
L Ermdim inm -1 1
T by & bl nd wnle prese R LT B4
b1 okl Dkt AT L5100 | TN |
‘ F = BT = S Wl | M I b I
| S i PELILS == SR Y I.‘:;" : ;._g

in L BV T Ay

Source: Survey data

Findings

@ The sample respondents are ndebted un-
der linked credit 1o the gmount G ES000
o TR0 (MES), 730007 to 2504000
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EMMES ),

&

ROGOOD ta 2500000 ( MEO) and
JOCHEY- 1o 2000000 (C L), In fact, this credit
svatent isa by voke lad upon the sample
respandents.

Ciut of seven explostntive sources the [irst
rank s given 10 “Money lenders cum pawn
brokers” by MES, NMFS and CL while the
First rank 15 given to "Commission agents’
by MBOY, Tt is i ferred fhat the money lend-
ers charee the intere=t rte between 20 1o 46
per cent. The Iast rank s given fo *MSG0s
and SHOGs" by all the respondents,

Al the 376 sumple respondents have ob.
tumed loans throueh Tinked credit. tolling
an casy prey o the explottative and cnslay-
e syvsten, The Rate of Exploittion (RUE)
of sample respondents is MES (217 per
cent, NMES (14,69 per cont), and MBO
(24942 per cent),

The basck of proper cold storage, miarketing
facilities, and transport fecilimes of the
sample respondents lead them o full pres
i e trap of exploitative system, Dt of 294
craft swmer respomdents, 248 nespendents
caught fish on an average bases of 10O 1o
MG kg per tnp. However, they were toreed
1o sel | theem through the exploittiy e system
becawse of the lack of storage facility and
the comseguien! need to dispose ther catch
imediately

It 1 fnfirred that there is oo wide dispariny of
crcdi gap e every category of fishennen,
senee they do ool hinve adeguate collateral
ety fo borrosy Jonns from the barks. The
lack ol Yormunl credit svstem leads o infor

mal komowing which is the mor conse for
limked credit in the study nrea.

The mformal and explonative money lenil-

wige svstem bs prevalem among the coasial
population even after 60 vears of planned
ecememy. [t is shockimg 1w note that 83,17
per cont lendimg, is by the inform] apepeics
while a meager 16,83 per cont is by the for-
il agenemes.

Suppesiions

The Crovernment can estabhlhishy regnline!
Fish marked i the diateict, wo cepdicale the
monopoly of fish reders com commission
afcnty,

The CGovernment can lavnch Lirge storsg
facilities i the Nsh laoding areias Tor i
ol vent sothat the Bshermen can presernye
thehe cabeh withoot being explisiied

This Caoweeriinent Curn oler sulrihos Tis
el outhoard engites, geirs, pnd cribs
thrcsah which their Tarden ol cash=del
ciency and debl con be reduced,

Thie Crow ermmeéesnt st o Pocniee the pobi

anil private sector hanks o proviile Timmn

einh assistance 1o Dsdermen commmunily 1o
recleem e From the gl hes al commis-
sivht neents. ond ey lenders, Exisimg
hanks mustenhanee credi possibilines lor
the Tisherfolk sath elfic et ard Bubertiolh-
fretdly policies, Securiy pledges i pa-
ticular must be redelfimed creatavely dn the
comtext of lsheriolk

Phe Govermmeenl e prosagde Togn swanvi
scheme 1o the Nishertes secior like that ol
prricaltural seetor so that the Bishermen
e i Bormve Tor i estineat and prodile
tiom purpaies in the face of natoeal
citlmmtites,

The Governmend clin institate *Frsheries
Coopemte Harths Tor Fishermen™ m the
womstal villmges Tk thatot “Agoculnoral Co

aperatives Banks™ lor farmers

SO ke Coastin] Peace imd Dievelogiment
(O Ranyakumary Dosteicr Fishdrmen
*Sangam 3 Federation (KPFSFY, and
shanthadhan can ploy an effectivie role in
crealing nwareness with regand 1o esploi
ton dene by the credin <upporers whicls
gt be o preot evesopencr Tor the constal
poiprudadion.
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Pl study ceveals that the esplattative
Hinked wradin system is one of the major
(T poar soglo-geonmmic
wavitdition ol the lishertalk, Hence the
Crovermment of € entre and Stace should no
b st the wellinre schemes ol lered Lo them,

Fellsans i

rather they musi go bevend construciing
(rrarpar dnfrnstruciure feilities (o the oastal
belt so as 1o redeem e lshermen from the
clitehes ol fish iendees il moneylenders <um
wuminisston agenty, Cortmmndy it will fessen
the burden of Ciauncial mdebtbess of the
feshierinien in the diays 1o come,
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